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Many official and unofficial, political and non-political agencies 
have recently been trying to issue calls and manifestoes for starting a 
renaissance movement in the thought of Islam. The most recent and by 

far the most Interesting is a pamphlet by Dr. Israr Ahmed,......This 

pamphlet, "Islam Ki Nisha’at-e-Sanla", is a very important document 
and needs to be studied by all Muslims because it makes the attempt, 
rare in these days, to come to grips with the fundamental issue of our 
situation as Muslims in the modern world." 


'Cultural Notes’ 'ZENO’ 

The Pakistan Times, Lahore, Friday, June 14, 1968 
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“ Dr. Rafi-ud-Din is already known to us, not only 
as Director, All-Pakistan Educational Congress, Lahore, and 
formerly Director, Iqbal Academy Pakistan, Karachi, but 
also as one of those rare Muslim Educationists who have the 
courage and insight to expose the fallacies of Western thin¬ 
kers on Education. His 'First Principles of Education* of 
which an Urdu translation is also available from All Pakistan 
Educational Conference, Karachi, is a work of extraordinary 
.merit in as much as it presents a scientifically worked out 
ideal of Education—namely the ideal of Service to a Perfect 
Being. It is the only universal ideal that can insure growth 
and development to the highest degree of excellence. The 
small treatise now under review deals with the ideals and 
methods of Islamic Research. Here too Dr. Rafi-ud-Din strikes 
a new line, which 'is likely to be illuminating to Muslim 
scholars and institutions devoted to Research on Islam, but 
working along the lines laid down by non-Muslim Directors 
of Research Departments in Western Universities. Western 
Research sees holes where holes do not exist, re-opens contro¬ 
versies where controversies have long since been closed. It 
devotes itself to a sort of microscopic examination of words 
and phrases and has no affective apparatus for an overall 
view. Naturally it breeds unfaith and scepticism. In the last 
decade we had ample experience of such stuff being produced 
in Pakistan. 

Dr. Rafi-ud-Din points out that the aim of Research 
on Islam ought to be to make it intelligible to the modern 
man and to expose the emptiness of the systems of thought 
that challange its validity and veracity. It is the bounden 
duty of Muslim scholars and if they fail therein God will 
raise some other people that His Will be done. True research 
should aim at catching the spirit of Islam and communicating 
it to others, rather than projecting questions and then ans¬ 
wering them by hypothetical explanations.” 

“YAQEEN International”, Karachi, July7,1969. 
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